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Course outlines for Foundation Program for Medicine (2017) 

 
FCOM200 Academic Communication Skills I 

This course is designed to develop an understanding of the principles and practices related to communication 
in an academic and professional environment. Students will apply this knowledge to independently produce 
oral and written communications which are cohesive and coherent. Students will develop language skills from 
word and sentence level upwards, with an emphasis on accuracy in vocabulary choice, sentence structure and 
text organisation. 
 
Students will develop skills to: listen to and read professional and academic materials; identify, analyse and 
critically evaluate text types; and, recount, explain, and discuss in oral and written formats.  They will also have 
an understanding of how to participate in the classroom and engage with relevant university services. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
On successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
1. demonstrate a broad knowledge of communication in an academic and professional environment  
2. identify and analyse the characteristics of academic and professional communication 
3. demonstrate reading and writing skills required in routine and non-routine academic and professional 

tasks 
4. demonstrate speaking and listening skills required in routine and non-routine academic and 

professional tasks 
5. demonstrate an ability to apply communication knowledge and skills and participate appropriately and 

successfully in an academic and professional environment 
 
FICS001 Intercultural Studies 
This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of cultural diversity and its value in 
contemporary multicultural societies in order to effectively interact, participate and communicate in an 
increasingly global environment.  Students will be given opportunities to investigate and reflect on their own 
culture as well as on contemporary issues in the Australian culture. The implications of living and studying in a 
multicultural country will be explored along with dimensions of Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australian 
cultures.  
 
Upon completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate respect and sensitivity through the 
development of knowledge, understanding and intercultural skills that allow them to participate effectively in 
a range of personal and professional contexts, and to relate to and work efficiently with people of other 
cultures. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
On successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 
1. describe the concepts of culture and the role that individuals and groups in society play within cultures; 
2. give at least three examples of the impact that multiculturalism, internationalization, and globalization 

have on cultures; 
3. describe two examples of how values and attitudes about different cultures are formed; 
4. explain the importance of communication and thinking and processes of reasoning and problem solving 

across cultures; 
5. describe the role that power and inequality play within cultures; 
6. explain and give an example of acculturation, enculturation, assimilation, White Australia policy, 

multiculturalism, culture shock and global etiquette; 
7. identify the various elements of cultural universal systems; and 
8. Explain how historical events impact on cultural practices.  

  
FINT001 Information Technology 
Upon completion of this course students will be able to critically analyse business cases and develop skills to 
solve problems and recommend solutions using appropriate technology. Additionally, students will be able to 
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understand and relate the role of technology and systems in organisations and society in general. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
On successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

1. apply and demonstrate an understanding of the nature and function of information 
2. technologies to a specific practical situation; 
3. explain and justify the way in which information systems relate to information processes in a specific 

context; 
4. develop and explain solutions for an identified need which address all of the information processes; 
5. use basic HTML-5 language and CSS-3 to design and create a simple website containing 3-4 pages; and 
6. proficiently use the main functions of a database to create, organise and manipulate data and retrieve 

information from a database system 
 

COM201 Academic Communication Skills II 

This course is designed to develop students’ ability to interact, participate and communicate effectively in an 
academic and professional environment.  This includes basic forms of verbal, non-verbal and graphic 
communications skills.   

 

Students will develop appropriate communication skills and processes for written and verbal communication 
skills such as essays and oral presentations for the relevant environments. 

 

Students will develop research skills to identify, analyse, compare relevant sources, synthesize and apply valid 
information to meet specific needs. 

 

Students will be able to adapt and apply cognitive and critical thinking skills to present information from a 
range of sources to the needs of an academic and professional environment. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
On successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

1. demonstrate  required independent learning skills in  an academic and professional environment  
2. demonstrate the ability to use study skills necessary in an academic and professional environment  
3. discuss and apply effective strategies for oral/graphic/visual communication  
4. demonstrate an understanding of how to prepare, plan and present academic written communication 

which is logical and coherent  
5. develop research and referencing skills to provide evidence of information and argument in oral or 

written form  
6. develop skills for working as a member of a team  

  
 
FHBI001 Human Biology 
The purpose of the course is to develop and demonstrate specialized knowledge and skills in the physiology 
and anatomy of the human body.  The students will develop cognitive skills to identify, analyse and compare a 
range of biological concepts. This knowledge and understanding of the main bodily systems with the 
associated biological concepts will form the basis of specialist technical skills, scientific awareness and 
appreciation of the human body to be used in an academic and semi-professional context.  These specialist 
skills can then be incorporated into areas of limited responsibility and working under supervision. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. list six basic characteristics of a living organism in order to develop a broad perspective on human 

biology.   
2. identity and analyse the cell and functions of the organelles, in order to reflect upon main differences 

between plant and animal cells. 
3. list the three food categories (carbs, proteins, lipids) and distinguish between physical and chemical 

digestion in order to describe the functions of the liver, pancreas, and gall bladder. 
4. label the respiratory system as a whole as well as the individual parts to explain ventilation and 
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describe the causes, symptoms and treatments for a range of respiratory diseases. 
5. explain areas of the heart, blood vessels and blood groups and relate them to the purpose of the 

pulse, the various parts of the heart, composition of blood and its functions to be able to recognise 
the symptoms of simple diseases of the blood. 

6. reproduce diagrams of male and female reproductive systems in order to explain the processes of 
ovulation, menstruation, fertilisation, implementation, development of an embryo and parturition. 

7. label the nephron, liver and pancreas in order to outline the processes of excretion, homeostasis, 
filtration, absorption and formation of urine.   

8. identify and label the parts of the Human Skeleton including muscle formation and muscle types 
 
FBUS105 Statistics 
This course is designed for students to develop basic statistical concepts, specifically skills and knowledge 
required to collect, present, analyze and interpret numerical data. Students will develop broad factual, 
theoretical and technical knowledge using computer software (MS Excel™) and/or other technological 
resources such as Casio or similar (scientific calculator with bivariate capability-LR mode) or graphics calculator 
to do most of the computational work. 
 
The course emphasises statistical literacy and reasoning which are necessary to develop cognitive, technical 
and communication skills that are required for decision making and the meaningful interpretation of statistical 
information and results. It discusses also the use and abuse of statistics presented in the media. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
On successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
1. develop knowledge of the role and purpose of statistical data. 
2. exhibit skills of collecting, organising and presenting raw data using suitable tables, graphs and/or 

diagrams for visual presentation  
3. calculate summary statistics describing the centre and spread of data to measures of central tendency for 

achieving specific tasks 
4. apply theoretical skills to evaluate the measures of dispersion  
5. develop knowledge of conducting exploratory analysis of sampling theory.  
6. solve problems associated with the basic probability theory  
7. demonstrate skills of calculating normal probability distributions to model various situations 
8. develop the statistical concepts of correlation required for the data analysis. 
9. apply regression analysis for effective analytical decision making 
10. develop skills of using various types of technological resources (calculators & computer software) for basic 

data analysis purposes 
11. acquire skills of problem solving associated with further probability 
12. develop skills of analysing problems associated with the Time Series Analysis 
13. investigate the concept of Hypothesis Testing and apply it in a given situation 
 
 
FSCN100 Health Science 
This course develops broad factual, technical and some theoretical scientific knowledge of the physical world 
with a focus on understanding and investigating general scientific concepts associated with maths, chemistry, 
and physics. The course also introduces students to problem-based learning which is used extensively in the 
UON medical degree to analyse clinical problems, and to gain an understanding of relevant scientific data. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to: 
1.  list the SI courses and calculate simple scientific problems 
2.  use chemical formulae and equations to indicate that a reaction has taken place, and list the components 

of aqueous mixtures 
3.  apply Newton’s Three Laws of Motion to simple scenarios, list the postulates of the kinetic theory, and 

list the processes of phase changes 
4.   describe the electromagnetic spectrum, describe the reactions associated with nuclear radiation, and list 

and describe optic principles 
 



  

 Page 4 of 4 

 

 
FBIO001 Biology 
This course is designed to develop a broad scientific knowledge of the living world. It will focus on concepts 
relating to biological structure, function, diversity, distribution, genetics, and interactions of living organisms. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
On successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

1. recognize the basic biological concepts relating to environmental organisms and the relationships 
between these organisms 

2. list the components and describe the organism relationships within an ecosystem 
3. define biological diversity list classifications of speciation and explain Darwin’s Theory of 

Evolution 
4. list the components of plant and animal cells, explain how cells obtain energy, and annotate cell 

division diagrams 
5. list components of plant tissues and describe the process of photosynthesis and tropism 
6. annotate diagrams of chromosome structure and mutations and complete a Punnet Square 

demonstrating Mendelian inheritance 
7. annotate diagrams of the structure and function of DNA and RNA and describe the process of 

protein synthesis 
8. list the biological classes of microorganisms and explain how these can be harnessed for use in 

industrial applications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: this information is subject to change 


