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WELCOME TO  
THE UNIVERSITY  
OF NEWCASTLE
The University of Newcastle’s $95 million NU 
Space facility (pictured) harnesses the latest 
technologies and innovation in teaching and 
learning to deliver an exceptional student 
experience. It is home to our world-class 
business, law and creative industries schools.
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The University of Newcastle

UON AT A GLANCE 

7,721 
international  

enrolments from  
114 countries10

accredited business school,  
earned by fewer than 5% of the  

world’s business programs

TOP 10
university in  
in Australia2

TOP 50
university in  

Asia Pacific Region6

TOP 8
in the world - automation and  

control engineering11

38TH
in the world - Nursing9

RANKED 
207
in the world1

TOP 50
Australian Golden  

Age University3

TOP 10
Newcastle listed  
as top 10 city in  

the world4

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC

Smart City7

5-STAR 
maximum rating for  
overall experience  
and social equity8 

TOP 8
 in Australia for  

research  ‘well above  
world standard’5

1. QS World University Rankings 2020     2. Lonely Planet’s Top 10 Cities 2011     3.  Times Higher Education Golden Age University 2019     
4. Lonely Planet’s Top 10 Cities 2011     5. Excellence in Research Australia, 2018     6. Times Higher Education Asia-Pacific University Rankings 2019.       

7. National Geographic Smart Cities 2017     8.  2019 Good Universities Guide      9.   QS World University Ranking by Subject 2020.     10.  Salesforce 31.01.19.      
11. Shanghai Ranking’s global ranking of academic subjects 2019.  
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Three76 Hub

Defence Hub

Upper Hunter 
Hub

Dantia Smart
Hub

Callaghan
Central Coast

Sydney

Port Macquarie

PORT MACQUARIE

NEWCASTLE

CENTRAL COAST

SYDNEY

3 YEARS 
POST STUDY 
WORK RIGHTS 
for graduates at 
both Newcastle 
Campuses.

4 YEARS 
POST STUDY 
WORK RIGHTS 
for graduates 
at Central Coast 
campus. 

2 YEARS 
POST STUDY 
WORK RIGHTS 
for graduates at 
Sydney campus 
(masters degrees 
only)

NEW SOUTH WALES
(NSW)

AUSTRALIA

NSW

Studying abroad at the University of Newcastle is an 
experience that will stay with you forever. It’s a chance to 
open up your world, expand your academic horizons and 
connect with people from around the globe.

The University of Newcastle is ranked in the top 10 in 
Australia by QS World University Rankings 2020. You’ll 
attend a world-recognised institution only moments 
from some of the most beautiful beaches in the world. 
A rising smart city, Newcastle is famous for its relaxed, 
coastal lifestyle. A creative hub, it’s also known for its 
thriving restaurant and bars scene, dining and arts 
culture, museums and three coastal baths.

With over 37,000 students, and state-of-the-art facilities 
including our newly opened $95 million NU Space 
facility, the University of Newcastle offers students 

a world-class academic experience. Whether you’re 
interested in studying business and law, education and 
arts, engineering, architecture, health and medicine or 
science – there is a pathway program to suit you.

So, if you’re ready to form a global network of new 
friends, and study and live with a dynamic community of 
students from all over the world, take the leap. 

The experience of a lifetime awaits you at the University 
of Newcastle.

YOUR NEW LIFE  
IN NEWCASTLE  

The University of Newcastle is located on the sunny east coast of 
Australia. Our two Newcastle campuses – Callaghan and the City campus 
– are just two hours north of Sydney. They’re also only a short day-trip 
from the Hunter Valley vineyards and the stunning natural beauty of 
Port Stephens, Barrington Tops National Park and Lake Macquarie.

CLIMATE
Enjoy moderate winters and 

long, warm summers, with an 
average summer temperature 
of around 28 degrees Celsius. 
Ideal weather to enjoy some 

of Australia’s best beaches and 
vibrant coastal lifestyle.

#STUDYNIC
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GETTING TO KNOW 
NEWCASTLE
Newcastle is the second largest city in the 
state of New South Wales and the largest 
regional economy in Australia (larger than 
Tasmania, Australian Capital Territory and 
Northern Territory).

With over 540,000 inhabitants, it is smaller 
than most major cities in Australia but larger 
than world cities such as Edinburgh, Cardiff, 
Liverpool, Sacramento and Quebec City. 

It is the de facto capital of the Hunter Region 
of New South Wales, home to the oldest 
wineries in the country. The city has gone 
through a large amount of urban renewal 
in recent years and boasts a revitalised city 
centre with many new buildings and a new 
light rail tram network (pictured). 

GREAT  
CLIMATE

PRISTINE  
BEACHES

COASTAL  
LIFESTYLE

AFFORDABLE 

VIBRANT  
CITY
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1 BEACHES
Stretching to the top of Newcastle’s peninsula, 
discover kilometres of clean, white-sand beaches 

where students and locals relax, swim, surf and explore – 
including global surfing destination Merewether Beach. THINGS 

TO DO
Whether you’re looking for the classic beach lifestyle or 
the pulse of the city, you’ll never run out of things to do 
in Newcastle. Here are some unmissable experiences.

 visitnewcastle.com.au

 nic.nsw.edu.au 

2 STOCKTON SAND DUNES
They are the largest sand dunes in the 
Southern Hemisphere, so think of them as 

the desert by the sea. Race over the dunes on a quad 
bike or go on a sandboarding tour – it’s an essential 
adventure.

4 GETTING AROUND
Newcastle is easily accessible by air, rail, boat 
and interstate or local coach services. The city 

offers a range of public transport services, cycle ways 
and walking tracks.

3 TOP LOCATIONS 
Newcastle is an easy day trip away from the 
stunning natural beauty of Port Stephens, 

Barrington Tops National Park, Lake Macquarie and 
the world-famous vineyards of the Hunter Valley. 

6 WHALES AND DOLPHINS
Watch friendly dolphins playing all year 
round or catch the breathtaking whale 

migration in the winter months.

5 DARBY STREET 
A favourite with the locals, Darby Street 
is a colourful blend of great cafes, 

boutique stores, art exhibitions and over 30 
bars and restaurants.  
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IMPORTANT DATES

FREE AIRPORT PICK UP
NIC offers a complimentary airport shuttle service 
for new students arriving into either Sydney 
Airport or Newcastle Airport. Due to Sydney traffic, 
it can take up to 3 hours from Sydney Airport to 
your Newcastle accommodation, so a good option 
is to fly into Newcastle Williamtown Airport via 
Brisbane or Melbourne Tullamarine (both routes 
approx. 1 hour flight time). 

Trimester 2 
2020

Trimester 3 
2020

Trimester 1  
2021

Orientation  
(new students only)

15 June 2020 to  
17 June 2020

13 October 2020 to  
15 October 2020

25 February to  
26 February 2021

Classes start 22 June 2020 19 October 2020 Monday 1 March 2021

Classes finish 18 September 2020 29 January 2021 Friday 28 May 2021

Exam week
21 September 2020 to  

25 September 2020
1 February 2021 to  

5 February 2021
Monday 31 May 2021 to  

Friday 4 June 2021

Trimester – Break
26 September 2020 to  

16 October 2020
8 February 2021 to  
28 February 2021

Saturday 5 June 2021 to  
Friday 25 June 2021

Census Date 17 July 2020 23 November 2020 Friday 26 March 2021 

FOUNDATION AND DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 2020 & 2021

NEWCASTLE INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE

'HIRE ME' PROJECT: 
CONNECTING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS WITH PART-TIME WORK 

The “Hire Me” Project was developed by Newcastle 
International College to help connect commencing 
international students with part-time work opportunities 
in Newcastle. Over a ten day period at the beginning 
of trimester, students are mentored by experienced 
staff through a resume-writing workshop and a series 
of mock interview settings before being introduced to 
hiring managers at an Employer Speed Dating session. 

The “Hire Me” Project was designed to address one 
of the major causes of international student anxiety 
around being able to find work soon after arrival. 
It maximises the advantage of being Newcastle’s 
only international pathway into Newcastle’s only 
university. We aim to leverage strong connections with 
local businesses to provide our students with one of 
Australia’s best student experiences. 

Please note the Pre Masters Program follows the University of Newcastle’s trimester intakes.  
These are in January, May and August.

PR
O

G
RA

M
S 

6



FOUNDATION PROGRAM 

The NIC Foundation Program (FP) is an accredited foundation 
designed to prepare students for university level studies. 
This program provides a pathway to Year 1 of approximately 
100 possible bachelor’s degrees offered by the University 
of Newcastle, as well as entry to an NIC Diploma leading to 
Year 2. Progression rules apply. For a full list of average mark 
requirements into Year 1 of UoN degrees, please visit nic.nsw.
edu.au/programs/foundation-program 
CRICOS code – 089333K

FOUNDATION PROGRAM FOR 
MEDICINE

One of the few programs of its kind in Australia, The NIC 
Foundation Program for Medicine (FPM) is designed for 
students seeking admission to the Bachelor of Medical 
Science and Doctor of Medicine offered at the University of 
Newcastle. The curriculum introduces students to problem-
based learning. Students must achieve an average mark of 
90% over 8 subjects and pass a face to face interview and 
multiple choice psychometric testing with the faculty of 
Health and Medicine. There was a 75% success rate in both 
2018 and 2019. CRICOS code 089335G

EXPLORE 
YOUR  
STUDY  
OPTIONS
Sometimes you might not know what courses you want to 
take, but you know what fields you’re interested in. Explore our 
study options and discover what excites you most.

APPLY NOW (IT’S FREE)
Visit NIC.NSW.EDU.AU/APPLYNOW
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EXTENDED FOUNDATION PROGRAM

NIC offers an Extended Foundation Program for students who 
have achieved an IELTS overall score of 5.0* (or equivalent) 
and wish to commence studies in an academic environment. 
Students will undertake one additional trimester of study, 
consisting of four core courses. Like the standard Foundation 
Program, this program provides a pathway to approximately 
100 bachelor degrees offered by the University of Newcastle, 
as well as entry to an NIC Diploma. Progression rules apply.

 *Students who are looking to pursue the Health Sciences 
stream will require an IELTS of 5.5 (or equivalent) prior to 
commencement of the Extended Foundation Program. 
CRICOS code 089334J

DIPLOMA OF BUSINESS AND 
COMMERCE

The Diploma of Business and Commerce leads directly to 
the second year of the Bachelor of Business or Bachelor of 
Commerce at the University of Newcastle, where students 
can choose from majors including: accounting, economics, 
finance, international business, marketing, and more. 
Students can also choose to combine the Bachelor of 
Business or Bachelor of Commerce with the new Bachelor 
of Innovation and Entrepreneurship. The university’s 
established links to the local business community gives our 
international students an excellent opportunity to gain a 
global education, resulting in highly employable graduates. 
CRICOS CODE 074637F

DIPLOMA OF ENGINEERING

The Diploma of Engineering at NIC leads to year 2 of seven 
different streams of the Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) 
at the University of Newcastle. We place great importance 
on hands-on, research-led teaching and the solution of 
real world problems. Our close industry and professional 
partnerships mean that you can get valuable practical 
experience while studying one of our degrees. As a result, 
UON Engineering graduates have excellent employment 
rates and earn starting salaries higher than the national 
average (Australian Graduate Survey). Majors available 
- CIVIL, COMPUTER SYSTEMS, ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL, 
MECHATRONICS, RENEWABLE ENERGY (NEW FOR 2020), 
SURVEYING. CRICOS Code 074638E

DIPLOMA OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

The Diploma of Information Technology leads to year 2 of 
the Bachelor of Information Technology, ranked in the top 
250 in the world by the 2018 QS World Subject Rankings. 
This degree gives all graduates core skills in building 
software that uses complex databases and sophisticated 
web interfaces suitable for the corporate office or the mobile 
phone. Students can choose from a number of major areas of 
study ranging from the building of commercial applications 
to the creation of digital media for entertainment or game 
playing. CRICOS Code 074639D

DIPLOMA OF MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATION 

Media and Communication is a fast-moving field, and 
the NIC Diploma trains students to become industry 
leaders. Students have access to purpose-built facilities, 
including sound and recording studios of industry 
standards. The program is designed to allow students to 
work independently as well as within a team setting. The 
four majors available are News and Digital Media, Public 
Relations and Strategic Communications, Media Production 
and Experience Creation and will be selected once students 
progress to the Bachelor of Communication. 80 credit 
points are also available for students wishing to progress 
to Bachelor of Arts (except language majors), Bachelor 
of Creative Industries, Bachelor of Visual Communication 
Design and Bachelor of Music. CRICOS code 074640M

DIPLOMA OF MEDICAL ENGINEERING

This Diploma leads to Year 2 of the Bachelor of Medical 
Engineering (Honours). Students who study our medical 
engineering diploma will learn to apply engineering 
principles and design processes to find innovative solutions 
to healthcare problems. They bring their creativity, critical 
thinking, and complex problem solving skills to developing 
and improving technology and human systems in medical 
settings. They need to have strong people skills and be 
particularly adept at working in interdisciplinary teams. 
CRICOS code 099140C

ACCELERATED PROGRESSION 

Designed for students who have narrowly missed the entry 
requirements for an NIC Diploma, students study only 1 
trimester of the Foundation Program and as long as they 
achieve at least 70% in each of their 4 Foundation level 
subjects, go straight into any of our Diploma programs.  
The fee is calculated at 50% of the Foundation Program fee. 

PRE MASTERS PROGRAM 

The NIC PMP allows students with a 3 year qualification 
from an international university to progress to a full 
postgraduate masters level course at the University of 
Newcastle in just four months. This pre-masters program is 
a non-award program designed for international students 
whose academic qualifications and/or English proficiency 
levels are marginally below the entry requirements for 
coursework masters programs. CRICOS code 0101384

PROVISIONAL ENTRY PROGRAM 

Students with an IELTS score of 5.5 (and the appropriate 
academic requirements) will be able to begin Diploma 
studies on a Provisional Entry Program (PEP). Students 
will enrol in a Communication and Literacy course, which 
focuses on academic literacy and study skills. This module 
is completed concurrently with two academic Diploma 
courses. The remaining six courses for the Diploma will then 
be completed over the following two trimesters. 
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THE APPLICATION PROCESS

Follow these steps, and you’ll be one step closer to that 
international adventure you’ve been dreaming about.

1. Decide on the courses you wish to study

2. Prepare the supporting documents for application:

 – An official transcript of your current student 
record

 – Evidence of English proficiency as per English 
Proficiency Policy

 – Copy of your passport

3. Submit your application online at nic.nsw.edu.au/apply

4. Receive and review your offer

5. Accept the offer and make payment

6. Arrange your visa and accommodation

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

English 
Course

Extended Foundation 
Program

Foundation Program except 
Health Science Stream AND 

Extended Foundation Program 
leading to Health Sciences

Foundation Program for 
Medicine AND Foundation 
Program leading to Health 

Sciences

Diploma Programs & 
Pre-Masters Program

IELTS  
(academic  
test only)

5.0 with no band  
less than 4.5

5.5 with no band less  
than 5.0

6.0 with no band less  
than 5.5

6.0 with no band  
less than 5.5

TOEFL 
(ibt)

35 -45 46 - 59 60-78 79 and above

TUITION FEES

PROGRAM Fees 

FOUNDATION PROGRAM AU$23,000

EXTENDED FOUNDATION PROGRAM AU$27,550

FOUNDATION PROGRAM FOR MEDICINE AU$27,120

DIPLOMA OF BUSINESS & COMMERCE AU$25,040

DIPLOMA OF ENGINEERING AU29,720

DIPLOMA OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AU$29,720

DIPLOMA OF MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION AU$25,760

DIPLOMA OF MEDICAL ENGINEERING AU$29,720

PRE MASTERS PROGRAM AU$13,000

PROVISIONAL ENTRY PROGRAM AU$4550

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS*

• FOUNDATION: Successful completion of 
Year 11.

• DIPLOMA: Successful completion of 
Year 12.

• FOUNDATION FOR MEDICINE: IGCSE A 
grade average, A Level B Grade average 
or equivalent.

• PRE MASTERS PROGRAM: Completion of 
3 year qualification.

*The above is a general guide. Please visit nic.
nsw.edu.au/admissions-requirements for more 
information or email admissions@nic.nsw.edu.au
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RENT IS 60% LOWER IN NEWCASTLE COMPARED  
TO SYDNEY 
(budgetdirect.com.au/interactives/costofliving/compare/
sydney-vs-newcastle)

OVERSEAS STUDENT  
HEALTH COVER (OSHC)

OSHC is insurance to help international students 
meet the cost of any medical and hospital 
care they need while in Australia. OSHC also 
pays limited benefits for pharmaceuticals and 
ambulance services.

It is a condition of your Australian student visa 
that you are covered by one of the Australian OSHC 
providers outlined by the Australian Government 
Department of Health and Ageing. All students 
undertaking formal studies in Australia (and their 
dependents) must maintain OSHC for the duration 
of their time in Australia. NIC’s preferred OSHC 
provider is Allianz Global Assistance and you will 
be notified of the cost on your letter of offer.

HOUSING  
OPERATION OF THE 
YEAR AWARD 2017
Asia-Pacific Student 
Accommodation Association

COST OF LIVING

In addition to tuition and fees, you will be responsible 
for other living costs during your time in Australia, 
including accommodation, food, clothing, transport, 
entertainment, and incidental expenses like books, 
equipment required for your studies, internet and 
sporting memberships. Before granting a student visa, 
the Australian Government department of Immigration 
and Border Protection will require you to show or 
declare that you have enough funds to pay for your 
expenses while in Australia. The good news is, housing 
rental is cheaper in Newcastle than all state capital 
cities.* *numbeo.com

ACCOMMODATION 

Every student needs secure, affordable and 
comfortable accommodation when they are studying. 
Whether it’s on-campus accommodation that you’re 
after, a house off-campus for you and your friends, 
or our Homestay program that fits your needs, we 
have services to help you find the right place. Our 
range of accommodation options for students are all 
within walking distance to classes at Ourimbah and 
Callaghan, or just 20 minutes via free express shuttle to 
our Newcastle City campus.

newcastle.edu.au/accommodation

OFF CAMPUS ACCOMMODATION CLOSE TO 
CAMPUS STARTS AT AU$100 PER WEEK
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NICstudents

studynic

nic.nsw.edu.au/apply

@StudyNIC

Newcastle International College (NIC)

+61 2 49218888

info@nic.nsw.edu.au


